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Chaplain’s Thoughts. . . 

“He taught them as one having authority.” 
 

                            by Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

So far in this short season of Ordinary Time, we have 
heard of our Lord’s call to His Apostles and to us as 
His people to “Come, follow Me.”  Now that we have 
heard Him calling, what must we do?  We must listen 
to Him! 
 

Throughout salvation history since Moses, God has 
called His people through the message of the prophets 
He has sent.  Now, God completes and fulfills His 
call, His message, through His greatest prophet, His 
Son, Jesus. 
 

The people listened, because Jesus speaks to them as 
Moses did, with AUTHORITY!  However, there is dif-
ference between the authority that Moses spoke with, 
and the authority that Jesus speaks with.  Jesus does 
not speak and act with the authority given to Him by 
God, as Moses did.  Jesus speaks and acts on His own 
authority because He is God.  Jesus uses His authority 
to expel demons from a man whom demons possessed 
and controlled. The demons knew who Jesus was and 
tried to say so. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The demons were trying to gain a measure of control 
over Jesus by saying that they knew who He really 
was.  However, Jesus silenced them, with AUTHORI-
TY!  The people were amazed, and left the Syna-
gogue, spreading the news of what they had seen to 
everyone they met. 
 

In some ways, each one of us can relate to that pos-
sessed man’s situation.  We are not possessed, but we 
all have sufferings and temptations that seem to have 
mysterious power over us, just as the devil had power 
over this man.  Jesus came to bring new life and new 
hope to that man.  He comes to bring new life and 
new hope to every human heart today, and He rejoices 
whenever we let Him act with authority in our lives, 
as He did for that possessed man. 
 

We, like the people in the Synagogue, should tell eve-
ryone we meet what Jesus has done for us by how we 
live as Christians and how thankful we are for having 
God’s love working in our lives.  We call that evange-
lization.  
 

 

 

CHAPLAIN’S THOUGHTS 
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Worthy Knights,  
 

I hope you, family, friends and loved ones are still staying safe, despite the current and 
“new” variants of the COVID-19 virus! By now, there is no doubt in any body’s mind that this 
pandemic has been and continues to pose threats and challenges in our lives… perhaps, this 
explains why we continue to be challenged to achieve greater limits. Nonetheless, the Good 
and Almighty God shall see us through in Jesus name! 
  

Truly, I believe and are confident that there is still a brighter light at the end of the tunnel, most especially with the 
Moderna and Pfizer vaccines currently in use. For us at James C. Fletcher Jr. Council 11422, we are convinced 
that our determination and zeal will push us on, not cripple our efforts nor restrain our good works amid the 
virus. As evidence of the above statement, we have already completed some significant events/activities in the past 
and know the achievements did not come easy due to the pandemic virus. 
  

As mentioned previously, our reliance on the use of different combinations of “strategy/approach” to get things 
done, will still enable us to reach the “finishing line”. We continue to plan, organize, and implement control 
measures that enable us to complete our scheduled meetings/events! For illustration, the table below portrays some 
of our next significant meetings and events in 2021: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Other areas of our accomplishments include: Spiritual Reflection – Hour of Peace, Clothes and Luggage for the 
Needy, Car Raffle ticket sales, to mention but these. With these and many more events to come, you see why we 
should not relax and cross our hands because, the Fraternal Year is not ended. We will continue to support our 
parish and clergy, while we continue to abide by the guidance of the ADW and “Science - Health officials” 
through maintenance of appropriate sanitization, masking and distance-sitting measures.  
  

As always, many thanks to our Chaplain Bishop Roy Campbell; Assistant Chaplains Fr. Patrick Mullan and Dea-
con Steve Nash; our Service Program Director; our Directors/Coordinators in areas pertaining to Faith, Communi-
ty, Family, Life, and Membership; our hard-working editor Worthy Hawkins; as well as all our other Worthy 
Knights.  
 

Please continue to work together as we have always done in the past because, “… team efforts yield best results”.  
 
Vivat Jesus! 

GRAND KNIGHT REPORT 

    Sir Knight Dr. Peter Methodius-Ngwodo, Grand Knight 

    pmethodius1@gmail.com                                         301-728-7827 

DATE TIME MEETING/EVENT AVG. #PPL LOCATION 
02/04/2021 6:30 PM to 9 PM K of C Council Meeting  30 Zoom Meeting 
02/18/2021 6:30 PM to 9 PM K of C Meeting  30 Virtual Medium 
02/21/2021 11:00 AM MASS Knights Sunday 100 Church 
02/26/2021 6:30 AM to 5 PM First K of C Fish Fry (Tentative) 20 Rosemont Room / Kitchen 



 

James  C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422                                                   5                                                                                       February 2021 

 

My Brother Knights, 
 

I hope everyone is staying healthy.  Now that the vaccine for Covid-19 is starting to roll out 

we are hoping that we will be able to start meeting in person later this year. 

The pandemic caused our mid-year meeting of District Deputies, District wardens, Grand 

Knights and Deputy Grand Knights to be virtual.  We had some great presentations and 

there was much information passed along to those that attended. If you missed the meeting 

all the presentations are on the MD State website. 
 

This month we begin the season of lent and the new process of sprinkling our heads with ashes.  At least we are 

back in our parishes for this spiritual season.  As we approach Lent, we need to consider what we will be giving up 

and especially what our Lenten Friday’s will look like.  Our parish fish fry’s that we normally have maybe a grab 

and go instead of a sit-down dinner.  We also will begin our season of fasting and we need to make sure that we 

support our churches financially since many parishioners are still not attending Masses. 
 

I ask you to grow closer to the Lord this Lent by attending a virtual retreat or maybe an actual in person re-

treat.  Use the “Into the Breach” videos in your councils or show a Blessed Michael McGivney documentary.  We 

need to continue to show people the wonderful works and accomplishments that Blessed Michael McGivney has 

done.  Feed your soul with prayer this Lent and make this the best Lent ever. 
 

We are still praying that we will be able to meet this year at the convention in Ocean City.  Plans are underway and 

the hotel is preparing for us.  It may look slightly different because we are not allowed to have any hospitality 

rooms and the conference rooms are limited to 50% capacity. 
 

Continue to recruit men into the order by using the MCGIVNEY2020 free membership for one year.  You may 

also notice that Supreme Council has created a new educational webcast series for our members.  These webcasts 

will not be training but will educate our members in our faith.   
 

Let’s make sure that we concentrate on what we can do rather that what we cannot do. 

Remember as Knights, “We Are Servant Leaders” 
 

Vince Grauso 

STATE DEPUTY MESSAGE 
Vincent Grauso 

                                      vgrauso@yahoo.com                                                  410-340-5216 
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I TAKE THIS OCCASION to 
recount how, for the past five dec-
ades, the Knights of Columbus has 
been a leader in the pro-life move-
ment. In 1974, Knights helped or-
ganize the first March for Life in 
Washington, D.C. The next year, 
we provided $50,000 to the U.S. 
bishops to support their pastoral 
pro-life efforts. We continue our 
partnership with both the March for 
Life and the bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities to 
this day. 
 

In 1976, Supreme Knight John McDevitt said that “killing 
innocent human life is so monumental an injustice” that we 
must not be “lulled into acceptance of this evil,” and in-
stead must work to reverse the Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe 
v. Wade decision. The Knights of Columbus has consistent-
ly called for that “exercise in raw judicial power” to be 
overturned, and we have supported both the Hyde Amend-
ment to limit tax dollars to pay for abortion and the Mexico 
City Policy to stop promoting abortion in U.S. foreign aid 
programs. 
 

For many decades, we have had a three-part strategy to de-
fend unborn children: mobilize nationwide support through 
the annual March for Life; support the pastoral ministry of 
our bishops; and work to restore legal protection to unborn 
children in our courts and legislatures. 
 

More recently, we added several initiatives essential to 
building a culture of life. 
 

‘The defense of the unborn is a preeminent priority for the 
Knights of Columbus because abortion is the killing of 

innocent children on a massive scale.’ 
 

The first began with the Sisters of Life. In 1998, their 
founder, John Cardinal O’Connor, hoped that one day the 
sisters would have a retreat center that would be “a place of 
peace, a place of tranquility, a place of light and refresh-
ment, a place of love.” That dream became reality in 2004 
when the Knights of Columbus established Villa Maria 
Guadalupe in Stamford, Conn. The center, operated by the 
Sisters of Life, is a source of healing for many, including 
women experiencing the aftermath of abortion. Thousands 
of lives have been changed and many saved by the Sisters 
of Life, who help courageous women choose life despite all 
odds. 

 

Second, in 2008, we began an an-
nual national survey on abortion 
with the Marist Poll to understand 
public attitudes on abortion and 
help shape the national debate. In a 
series of groundbreaking findings, 
our polling showed that, among 
other things, 3 out of 4 Americans 
— including 6 out of 10 of those 
who describe themselves as “pro-
choice” — want significant re-

strictions on abortion. The conclusion: The unlimited abor-
tion mandate of Roe v. Wade is not supported by the major-
ity of Americans. 
 

Then, in 2009, we began our Ultrasound Initiative to place 
new ultrasound machines in pregnancy resource centers. 
We have since placed more than 1,300 ultrasound machines 
worth over $60 million. Through this program, we have 
helped save hundreds of thousands of unborn children. Our 
program is building the culture of life one heart and one 
child at a time. 
 

The defense of the unborn is a preeminent priority for the 
Knights of Columbus because abortion is the killing of in-
nocent children on a massive scale. 
 

Roe v. Wade will ultimately fail because it is based on the 
falsehood that we do not know that the child before birth is 
a human being. And because it is false, we have worked to 
overturn it; to mobilize national protests against it; to edu-
cate the public about it; to help women heal who have been 
hurt by it; to help keep more women from being hurt; and 
to rescue unborn children from its deadly consequences. 
 

Pope Francis writes that the “defense of the innocent un-
born needs to be clear, firm and passionate, for at stake is 
the dignity of a human life, which is always sa-
cred” (Gaudete et Exsultate, 101). Encouraged by his 
words, we will continue to build a culture of life in all the 
nations where we are active. 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

SUPREME KNIGHT 

Carl A. Anderson 

“Our Pro-Life Commitment” 

The Order has long stood at the forefront of the 
movement to protect human life 

and that legacy continues 
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B 
y the time you read this you and I have probably been working from home, shel-

tering in place or on lockdown for 11 months!  Who would have thought it?  I 

hope you and your family are safe and healthy. 
 
 

Being at home so much over the past 11 months has been different…mostly in a good way, 

although I think most of us have “corona virus fatigue.”  We’ll keep socially distant and do 

our part by wearing a mask, but we’re tired of all the restrictions.   On the home front we’ve had our minor squab-

bles, but being at home has helped me have more dialogue with my family and has taught me how precious time 

together is.  It’s taught me to slow down, consider the important people in my life and resolve to keep this attitude 

when the restrictions are lifted. 
 

This is the month of Valentine’s Day and being home makes me appreciate my wife even more.  Whether or not 

you have children at home, our spouses don’t get nearly enough credit for all they do. What would we do without 

them?  In Fiddler on the Roof, Mama and Golde sing, “Who must know the way to make a proper home…Who 

must raise a family and run the home?”  Of course, that song about “Tradition” is the old fashioned way of look-

ing at “the mama.”  That’s one theme of the play; the changing roles in the family and in society.   Many of our 

spouses have the role of breadwinner, professional, provider, business owner, etc….and manage to also make a 

proper home, raise the family and run the household.  They are remarkable! 
 

So don’t forget that dozen roses, the heart-shaped box of chocolates, the card or the gift as a token of your love and 

letting her know how much she means to you.  And if you want to really let her know how much you love her, take 

a few minutes with me and take stock of where you are with your life insurance and disability insurance coverage.  

With so many spouses in the workplace, it would be neglectful to not make sure they are properly protected.  Many 

households rely on two incomes to pay the bills and the loss of either one, to an untimely death or an illness or ac-

cident that means one is unable to work, can be devastating. 
 

I’ve met with many of you over the past months and I can continue to meet virtually over the computer…everyone 

stays safe.  The Order has equipped me to make sure I can properly meet and service all my assigned brother 

knights and their families.   
 

Let’s spend a few minutes together and make sure everything is in place for the ones you love. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

FRATERNAL BENEFITS 

Harold Sims, Fraternal Benefit Advisor 

                                     harold.sims@kofc.org                                        240-701-2415 

I am proud to be celebrating my 
third year as your 

Knights of Columbus 
Field Agent. 
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Maryland State Council - Knights of Columbus 
District #4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worthy Brothers, 
 

Time flies, we are halfway through the fraternal year.  It’s time to take stock at what we have done and what we 
have failed to do.  To the Grand Knight thank you for your leadership these past few months. I know that it has not 
been easy to lead a council during this pandemic; yet you have met this challenge face on.  However, the game is 
not over.  You, we, us still have much work to do for the good of the Church, our parish, and the order. 
 

I know we have all been trying to keep safe, yet we have much work to do.  You as a council have done a great job 
being Servant leaders in your community.  OUTSTANDING JOB brothers. You have shown great leadership in 
your community and parish.  Fletcher council during this pandemic has demonstrated what it means to be a Catho-
lic gentleman and a Knight of Columbus.   I’m very impressed with the Rosary pray walk you have with the youth 
of the parish.  Not only are you showing these young people prayer, you are showing them men, fathers, and 
Knights in prayer.  This is one of our greatest responsibilities, showing someone how to pray.  Now the hard work 
is yet to come.  How will you finish the second half of this fraternal year.  My brothers with the success you had 
the first half you will have to become more creative.  As, your DD I’m not worried.  You are an outstanding coun-
cil with good leadership and good brothers working together. 
 

Keep working hard together, support your Grand Knight, and always remember that we are servant leaders 
 

Vivat Jesus  

DISTRICT DEPUTY REPORT 
Jose  F. Rivera 

                                      jose.rivera@montgomerycountymd.gov                   301-908-7158 

SK Jose F. Rivera 

District Deputy 

SK Harold F. Sanders, Jr. 

District Warden 

We Are Servant Leaders! 
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Brothers All, 
 

As we continue to navigate through 
such a challenging time I am always 
encouraged by your consistent support 
and dedication to the Bishop James E 
Walsh Assembly and always setting the 
example as 4th Degree Knights. Jesus 
had tremendous faith in love’s capacity 
to heal and believed in peace and broth-

erhood. Jesus had tremendous faith in love’s capacity to heal 
and believed in peace and brotherhood. Just as Pope John 
Paul II, Father McGivney, Martin Luther King Jr, Gandhi 
and others had great capacity of forgiveness, compassion, 
patience and unity, and the best way for us to express our 
faith is to live as they did. As Knights we always are doing 
our best to “Lead by Example”. I encourage you to stay 
aware of any of your brothers in need or any individuals in 
our community that need our help. When we love our neigh-
bors, we are living by the example of these great men and 
are contributing greatly to this incredible world we live in. 
With these great challenges we are experiencing, it should 
not discourage us from doing our best to assist brothers in 
need and our community. 
 

Assistance is needed even more than ever during this Covid-
19 Pandemic we are living through. Recruiting our brothers 
to become Sir Knights is one way we can accomplish these 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

goals together of assisting others. As always, I am asking all 
of you to actively encourage your 3rd Degree Brothers at 
your councils to consider becoming a 4th Degree Knight. On  
February 20, 2021 the 54th Archdiocese of Washington Ex-
emplification of the Fourth Degree will be held virtually. 
Each candidate must be a third-degree member in good 
standing in his council any citizen of the country in which 
he resides. A citizen of another nation may participate with 
a specific written approval of both the Master of the appro-
priate District where he claims citizenship and the Master of 
the Archdiocese of Washington District. There is a $50 dol-
lars fee for candidates (Please note: fees for that Exemplifi-
cation does not constitute payment for dues to the Assembly 
which are $20).  All candidates can register online at this 
link,  
 

On the website to register on the right side of the page and 
top there's a button that says, “Register Now”. Candidates 
should press the button to go to the page align them to regis-
ter for the Exemplification. One very important point. You 
must remember is that every candidate needs to complete a 
Form 4 signed by yourself and your council Financial Secre-
tary along with Council and Membership number. It can be 
emailed to the Faithful  Navigator at drumleon@gmail.com 
or to our Faithful Admiral John Grier at 
jog610@starpower.net.  As always I am honored to be 
your brother and to serve with you everyday. Below is a 
guide with directions to fill out the Form 4. 

 

BISHOP JAMES C. WALSH ASSEMBLY 1548 

Leon E. Alexander, Jr.  -  Faithful Navigator 

drumleon@gmail.com                                                 301-249-4215 

 

 

 

mailto:drumleon@gmail.com
mailto:jog610@starpower.net


 

James  C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422                                                   10                                                                                       February 2021 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD! 

  

The Next  meeting of the McNamara Chapter of Grand Knights, will 

be on Wednesday, February 17, 2021, this will be a virtual meeting. 

The Zoom link will be sent out the week of the meeting.  

 

McNAMARA CHAPTER OF GRAND KNIGHTS 

Vernon Hawkins, Jr.  -  Past Chapter President 
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Are You Aware That The Council Was Named In 
Honor Of A St. Joseph Parishioner? 

 

It should not be news to you. However, with time, we tend to take things for granted and miss the 
forest for the trees. Yes, on September 15, 1994 the council was officially instituted at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in Largo, Maryland with the name of James C. Fletcher, Jr. 11422. Below is a 
short biography of our honoree: 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR 

Harold M. Countee 

hmcountee@verizon.net                              301-785-0225 

 
 
 

JAMES C. FLETCHER, JR. (May 20, 1934-
June 28, 1994) was born to James Sr. and 
Marguerite Fletcher and was the eldest of nine 
children. He attended the Bowie Demonstra-
tion School, Fletcherstown School, Lincoln 
Elementary, Armstrong Senior High School, 
Howard University and the American Univer-
sity. Mr. Fletcher served four years in the 
United States Air Force. After his service in 
the military, he began a career with the Feder-
al Government as a computer specialist and 
retired as a Management Information Special-
ist. 
 

Since the early 1960's until his death, Mr. Fletcher was 
active in community service in Prince George's County. 
He was the Chairman of the Glenarden Recreation Coun-
cil and President of the Civic Association. He was the 
Ward I Councilman for nine years prior to becoming 
Mayor of Glenarden, MD. He served three terms as Mayor 
and ran successfully for the Prince George's County Coun-
cil in 1990 and was about to announce his bid for re-
election. Mr. Fletcher's passions were community devel-
opment, balanced affordable housing, economic empower-
ment and revitalization. He served as Chairman of the 
Public Safety and Health Committee and the Prince 
George's Board of Services, a member of the County 
Council's Fiscal Policy and Government Operations Com-
mittee, the Legislative Committee, and the Prince 
George's Board of Social Services. 
 

Other memberships include the Prince George's Municipal 
Association and the Public Safety Committee of the Met-
ropolitan Council of Governments. He chaired the Prince 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 George's County Substance Abuse Council 
and co-chaired the County's Revitalization 
Task Force. He was the past president of the 
Prince George's Municipal Association and 
former member of the Board of Directors of 
the Maryland Municipal League. Mr. Fletcher 
also had membership in the Maryland Associ-
ation of Counties and the National Association 
of Counties. He was also a member of the 
American Legion, Glenarden Post # 275. 
Mr. Fletcher was a devoted parishioner of St. 
Joseph's Catholic Church. He served as an 
usher, a moderator of the youth ministry and 

was on the Board of Directors of the Catholic Youth Or-
ganization. He was also a member of the Men's Club. 
 

Mr. Fletcher was a devoted family man. He married Ver-
nell Hammett and they and their two eldest children set-
tled in Glenarden, Maryland in 1962. He was always 
available for whomever needed him. His constituents and 
friends knew that they always had someone who would 
listen and care. 
 

At his passing, Mr. James C. Fletcher is survived by his 
wife Vernell, daughters Carol and Andrea; four grandchil-
dren, Eric, Khary, Christian and Angelic. He is also sur-
vived by his mother-in-law, daughter-in-law and two sons-
in-law. His son, Anthony, is preceded him in death. Other 
family members include eight siblings, Margaret, Austin, 
Barbara, David, Paul, Joan, Linda and Brenda a host of 
brothers and sisters-in-law, devoted aunts Florence Clark 
and Lucy Shelton; long-time friends, Paul Orr and Wil-
liam Hill, many childhood and golfing friends and many 
others. 
 

 

A Man Devoted To His Community 

 

Jim was first a Christian and second a philanthropist. Whether with his family, or in a 

professional setting, Mr. Fletcher loved people. Next to God, he loved people second. 

People were his most important business. 
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FAITH ACTIVITIES 

Alan M. Davis, Faith Activities Director 

adavis1960@verizon.net                              301-808-8009 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament &  Adoration 

Join us at St. Joseph Church every Tuesday evening 
at 6 P.M.  for the Exposition/Adoration, 

Benediction at 6:30, followed by the evening Mass at 7. 

Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration is the adoration of Jesus Christ present in the Holy Eucharist. In the many Churches that have this adora-
tion, the Eucharist is displayed in a special holder called a monstrance, and people come to pray and worship Jesus. Christ’s 
great love for us was shown when he was crucified on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and give us eternal life. He loves 
us without limit and offers Himself to us in the Holy sacrament of the Eucharist. Can we not give Jesus a few minutes of love 
and adoration in return? 
 

It is the physical presence of Christ in our midst, no less truly present than He is now present at the right hand of the Father of 
Heaven. It is called the "Real Presence" because it is presence in the fullest sense possible. It is a substantial presence by which 
Christ, the God-man, is now on earth, no less truly that He was during His visible presence in history in the first century in Pal-
estine. 
 

For just one hour a week, the Lord of Hosts waits patiently for you to come and spend a few minutes with him. He waits to re-
ceive you with open arms and admire you as His most precious creation, helping to relieve your weariness and give you the 
strength you need. This is an opportunity to share your life with Him, sharing your fears, doubts and heavy burdens with Him in 
private conversation. 
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“HEADS  UP” 
LUGGAGE  REQUEST 

NEW COUNCIL PROGRAM IN THE WORKS 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422 will soon be initiating a program to assist foster children and 

homeless persons by soliciting donations of luggage from council members and their families. Ms. Cynthia 

Mills, a St. Joseph parishioner and Sodality member is coordinating with Prince Georges County and the City 

of New Carrolton to provide used and like new luggage to foster children who frequently move and do not 

have luggage for their clothing, shoes, outerwear and toiletries.  

 

Donations of suitcases, roll arounds, backpacks, gym and duffel bags will be accepted. New items will also be 

accepted. The items can be for children, teens or adults. Dates and times for the donation drop offs will be 

available in February. Please check your closets, basements and attics for items you may wish to donate. Past 

Grand Knight Alan Davis will coordinate this program and is the point of contact.  

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES   

Fidelis K. Ajudua, Community Activities Director 

ajudua32@yahoo.com                                         240-293-2896 
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SK Michael Patrick Akpan has served in a myriad 
of State, Council and Church positions throughout 
his career, including:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Within the Knights of Columbus, both Michael and 
Lady Carleen have serviced as Grand Knight and 
First Lady of the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 
11422. Michael founded/initiated the Council 
Scholarship Program, Fletcher Charities with over 
$100,000 awarded so far. Michael was appointed as 
District Deputy for 6 Councils within the Maryland 
jurisdiction by the Supreme Knight following rec-
ommendation by the State Deputy Dale Trott. Par-
ticipated in Pro-Life activities. 

 
 
 

 
Both Michael and Carleen participated in various 
Council activities including Coats for Kids, KC Ladies 
Auxiliary Fish Fry, Flea Markets, Fundraising dances 
and raffles. Michael is an Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion, Co-chair of the Church Evangelical 
Committee, Lector and Hospitality Ministry. 
 

Michael volunteers as Election Judge in the county, 
and mentoring of college bound students and help with 
resume writing. Michael runs a non-profit organization 
with programs for health, education and welfare. 
 

The Akpan’s family has been a model family in St. 
Joseph Church Largo church community. The family 
sets example for others, welcomes and shares their 
multi-cultural talents with others. Michael is a dexter-
ous and focused leader who accomplishes whatever 
goals he is challenged with - an example is when he 
led the Fletcher Charities in obtaining the non-profit 
501 (c)(3) privilege. In addition, he and the family 
have devoted so much of their time, talents, and ener-
gy to our parish, as well as to the James C. Fletcher, Jr 
Council 11422, Knights of Columbus. We consider 
them a blessing to us. As we thank God for giving 
them to us, we also pray that He continues to bless and 
protect the Akpan’s family abundantly … IJN we pray 
- Amen! 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY OF THE YEAR 

Ikechukwu R. Agbim, Family Activities Director 

iagbim@gmail.com                                       240-757-4411 

District Deputy                        District Warden 

Grand Knight                          Deputy Grand Knight 

Chancellor                              First Degree Team Captain 

Lecturer                                  Extraordinary Minister 

Lector                                     Hospitality Minister 

Multi-Culture Picnic Committee Co-Chair 

Evangelical Committee President 

Council Scholarship Committee 

Council Webmaster 

Sir Knight Michael & Lady Carleen Akpan 

Pope dedicates year to the family:  Pope Francis on 

Sunday, December 27th, proclaimed 2021 dedicated 

to the family as he doubled down on one of his papal 

priorities and urged renewed attention to his 

controversial 2016 document on family life. 

Francis announced that the upcoming year of  

the family would begin Marth 19, 2021, 

the firth anniversary of his document  

“The Joy of Love.”  

 



 

James  C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422                                                   15                                                                                       February 2021 

LIFE ACTIVITIES   

Michael Udom, Life Activities Director 

 udomick@yahoo.com                    443-226-1285 

BUILDING A CULTURAL OF LIFE 
 

One of the most effective ways in which the Knights of Columbus has helped thousands of women save their 
children is through its Ultrasound Initiative. 
 

Ultrasound exams, which are medically necessary throughout pregnancy for a variety of diagnostic reasons, use 
ultrasound waves to scan a woman’s abdomen, creating a picture or “sonogram” of the baby in her uter-
us. Without K of C support, most pregnancy care centers would be unable to purchase the ultrasound machines, 
each usually costing tens of thousands of dollars. 
 

Providing ultrasound machines to pregnancy resource centers has enabled many thousands of pregnant women 
to see that their unborn child is a living human being. Ultrasound technology allows a mother to see her devel-
oping child and recognize the miracle of life within her. As a result, thousands of mothers have decided to have 
their babies. 
 

The Supreme Council shares the cost of ultrasound machines with state and local councils. Since the Knights of 
Columbus Ultrasound Initiative launched Jan. 22, 2009 on the 36th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the Supreme 
Court decision that legalized abortion in the United States, state and local councils have assisted qualified preg-
nancy centers by raising half the cost of ultrasound machines. 
 

When a local council raises 50% of a machine’s purchase price for a qualified cen-
ter, the Supreme Council matches the amount toward the purchase price of the ma-
chines, starting at about $20,000. Contributions are drawn from the Knights of Co-
lumbus Culture of Life fund. 
 

In addition to the Ultrasound Initiative, the Knights of Columbus is in the fore-
front of marches for life all around the world: in the United States, where the an-
nual March in Washington, D.C., has now been supplemented by similar events in 
dozens of state capitals as well as the West Coast Walk for Life in San Francisco; 
in Canada, where the March for Life in Ottawa draws thousands, and where 
marches are now being held in every provincial capital; and in the Philippines, 
where Knights helped lead Walk for Life events in Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. 
 

The Knights seek nothing less than the transformation of today’s culture into a new culture of life. And the 
foundation of this effort must be the bedrock of the inviolable dignity of human life at every stage and the reali-
zation that in the great family the Lord intends for his people, we are all our brother’s keeper. 

https://www.kofc.org/un/en/programs/life/ultrasound-program.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/programs/life/ultrasound-program.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/programs/life/marches-for-life.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/programs/life/ultrasound-program.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/programs/life/marches-for-life.html
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10 

PLEASE PRAY FOR  
 

Sick 
 

Kennard A. Dalrymple 

James A. Gant 

Lady Regina Gary 

Doris Hite 

Paul Newman 

Fr. Everett Pearson 

James W. Shorter 

William “Billy” Tolbert 

Michael Younger 

A man was driving through the country when he spotted a horse 
standing in a field. He was quite take with the animal and so he 
pulled over to ask the farmer if it was for sale, “Afraid not,” said the 
farmer. 
 

“I’ll give you a $1,000!” said the man, “I can’t sell you that horse. 
He don’t look too good,” replied the farmer. “The horse looks fine! 
I’ll give your $2,000!” 
 

“Well, all right, if you want him so bad.” The next day, the man re-
turned with the horse, screaming that he had been taken advantage 
of. “You sold me a blind horse!” he told the farmer. 
 

The farmer said… “Well, I told you he didn’t look too good.” 
 

* * * 

There was a blonde, a redhead, and a brunette. They were all 
trapped on an island and the nearest shore was 50 miles away. 
The redhead swam trying to make it to the other shore she swam 
15 miles, drowned, and died. The brunette swam 24 miles, 
drowned, and died. The blonde swam 25 miles, got tired, and 
swam back.  

* * * 

A blond man shouts frantically into the phone “My wife is pregnant 
and her contractions are only 2 minutes apart!” “Is this her first 
child?” asks the doctor. “No!” he shouts, “this is her husband!” 
 

* * * 

An elderly Irishman brought a sports car to recapture his youth and 
drove at 120mph. Then he saw a police car behind him, blue lights 
flashing. “I’m too old for this nonsense,” he thought so he pulled 
over. 
 

The police officer said, “Sir, my shift ends in 10 minutes. If you can 
give me a good reason why you were speeding, I’ll let you go.” 
 

The old man said, “Years ago my wife ran off with a policeman. I 
thought you were bringing her back.” 
 

“That’ll do,” said the policeman. 
 

* * * 

The father of five children had won a toy at a raffle. 
 

He called his kids together to ask which one should have the present. 
 

“Who is the most obedient?” he asked. 
 

“Who never talks back to mother? Who does everything she says?” 
 

Five small voices answered in unison. “Okay, dad, you get the toy.” 
 

* * * 

A guy was in a cave, looking for treasure. He found an old lamp, 
rubbed it, and a genie came out. The genie said "I will grant you 
three wishes, but your ex-wife will get double." The man agreed, and 
said "I wish I had a mansion." The genie granted it, and his ex-wife 
got two mansions. The man said "I would like a million dollars." The 
genie again granted it and his ex-wife got two million dollars. Then 
the man said, "Scare me half to death."  
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Maryland State Council Officers 
 

     State Deputy                                           Vincent Grauso 

     McNamara Chapter President               Jeff Koscho 

     District Deputy                                       Jose F. Rivera 

     District Warden                                      Harold F. Sanders, Jr. 

 

James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council Officers 
 

     Chaplain                                      Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 

     Associate Chaplain                     Rev. Patrick Mullan 

     Assistant to the Chaplain           Deacon Steven Nash 

     Grand Knight                             Peter Methodius-Ngwodo 

     Deputy Grand knight                Harold M. Countee 

     Chancellor                                 Stephen A. Joy 

     Warden                                      John L. Bechet 

     Financial Secretary                    John O. Grier, PFN 

     Recorder                                   Christopher I. Nwabineli 

     Treasurer                                    Charles N. Okpah, PGK 

     Lecturer                                    Calvin A. Thompson 

     Advocate                                  Efrain Anderson 

     Trustee 3 year                             Fidelis K. Ajudua, PGK 

     Trustee 2 year                            Alan M. Davis, PGK 

     Trustee 1 year                           Bernard J. Broadus, PGK 

     Inside Guard                              Gilberto V. Neblett 

     Outside Guard                            Paul Akinwumi 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“SURVEY TIME” 
 

The objective of the Fletcher Council’s Newsletter is to keep our 
council members informed of recent and planned Council/Order 

activities and to put a smile on your face. 
Has it met these goals? 

What say you? 
 

What changes would you recommend? 
What say you? 

 

Do you recommend that the council continues this form 
of communications, the Newsletter? 

What say you? 
 

Email Your Survey Comments To 
Grand Knight 

Peter Methodius-Ngwodo 
pmethodius1@gmail.com 

 

**FEBRUARY - 2021** 
 

02      Francis N. Somerville 
 04     G. Emeka O. Onwezi 
 06      John M. Doherty  
 06     Jean Claude L. Mulcong 
 07     Michael M. Turay 
 08      Deacon Steven A. Nash 
 09     Joseph E. Jenifer  
 11     Jose R. Barberena   
 14     Gilberto V. Neblett  
 16     John E. Queen  
 18     J. Bernard Broadus  
 19     Thomas J. Mitchell  
 20     Agya Y. Adomako-Arhin 
 21     Jideofor C. Omeili   
 22     Ernest E. Bennett  
 22     Andrew D. Sutton 
 23     M. Sammy Miller   
 27     Antonio D. DeLeonibus   
 28     John W. Huntley 
 29     Isaiah C. Scott 

 

“The Joy 

Of A  

Late Winter 

Birthday” 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

**FEBRUARY** 
       AFRICAN AMERCAN HISTORY MONTH 
 

02     The Presentation of the Lord 

02   Groundhog Day 

04    Fletcher Council Zoom Meeting, 6:30 PM 

08    Bishop Walsh Assembly Meeting, 7 PM 

11    World Day of the Sick  

12    Lincoln’s Birthday 

14    Valentine’s Day 

15    Presidents’ Day 

17    Ash Wednesday 

17    McNamara Chapter Meeting, 8 PM 

18    Fletcher Council Zoom Meeting, 6:30 PM 

21    First Sunday of Lent 

21    Knights Sunday Mass 10 AM  

22    Washington’s Birthday 

 

 


